JOHN, LORD  CARTERET         ,            241

dom; although the said particular person or persons may
not have made so public a declaration of their political faith
in all its parts, as the business of the nation requires. Still
submitting my opinion to that happy majority, which I am
confident is always in the right y by whom the liberty of the
subject hath been so frequently, so strenuouslys and so suc-
cessfully asserted, who by their wise counsels have made com-
merce to flourish, money to abound, inhabitants to increase,
the value of lands and rents to rise; and the whole island
put on a new face of plenty and prosperity

But in order to clear his Excellency, more fully from this
accusation of shewing his favours to high-flyers, Tories, and
Jacobites _, it will be necessary to come to particulars.

The first person of a Tory denomination to whom his
Excellency gave any marks of his favour, was Doctor
Thomas Sheridan.1 It is to be observed, that this happened
so early in his Excellency's government, as it may be justly
supposed he had not been informed of that gentleman's
character upon so dangerous an article The Doctor being
well known and distinguished, for his skill and success in
the education of youth, beyond most of his profession for
many years past, was recommended to his Excellency on
the score of his learning, and particularly for his knowledge
in the Greek tongue, whereof it seems his Excellency is a
great admirer, although for what reasons I could never
imagine. However it is agreed on all hands, that his lord-
ship was too easily prevailed on by the Doctor's request, or
indeed rather from the bias of his own nature, to hear a
tragedy acted in that unknown language by the Doctor's
lads,2 which was written by some heathen author, but whether
it contained any Tory or High-Church principles, must be
left to the consciences of the boys, the Doctor, and his
Excellency. The only witnesses in this case, whose testi-
monies can be depended upon.

It seems, his Excellency (a thing never to be sufficiently
wondered at) was so pleased with his entertainment, that
some time after he gave the Doctor a church living to the
value of almost one hundred pounds a year, and made him
one of his chaplains, from an antiquated notion, that good

1  See notes on pp. 74, 232.  [T. S.]

2  See note on p. 232.  [T. S ]
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